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Hi All,

Since the Minister for Transport (Mr Bailey) has released the revised stage 2 reforms on the 9th March 2017 we can now update you on some of the changes that your Committee have achieved and some issues we are still trying to address.

The transitional payment ($10,000.00) has been paid.

The Hardship allowance has just been sent out by the Government for Payment.

At the workshops our LAQ representatives debated the issue of who should be paid the Hardship. 
During the workshop the review attendees voted to have it paid to Taxi operators, we the LAQ stressed that the Limousine Licence owner was the person who suffered the most hardship due to some operators removing the Plate and licence from their vehicles on or shortly after the 5th September 2016 and operating under the guise of Ride booking.

The LAQ wrote to the general Manager TMR and stressed that the Limousines and Taxis had different hardships as the Limousine vehicles previously operating on an “L” plate could now operate on private plates at lower cost for registration, CTP, and Comprehensive Insurance.

When the hardship allowance claim form was sent out by the Government they have taken our proposal into account and only paying Hardship to the Licence owners and those operators who still had a licence and Plate attached as of the 9th March 2017.

By doing this those Licence owners who had the licence returned between 5th September 2016 and 9th March 2017 will receive the full amount of $4,500.00. This goes some way to compensate the loss of revenue for the period 5th September 2016 and 9th March 2017.

With regard the Amendment Bill tabled in Parliament Chapter 7 has been inserted on Personalised transport services. 

This chapter refers to Taxi services and booked hire services, with some mention of Limousines under Booked Hire services.

We the LAQ feel that it needs to be defined into the 3 classes as stipulated in Minister Bailey’s release of the Stage 2 implementation on “Queensland Personalised Transport Horizon”.

If this is not done here in chapter 7, we feel that the interpretation at a later date by members of the Government and TMR may not end up like the current Minister has proposed.

These amendments are part of the Act which is Legislation. Amendments to this document require the Parliament to vote on it. 

We do not want to be diverted from this aim and have the divisions in the Regulations as then they can be amended or worst case scenario be removed by the Government of the day.

In the explanatory notes on the Bill, the government had stated that on page 19 under Limousine Licences they have stated that under 91H of the Division 2 Limousine Licences, “The concept of a Limousine Service as a distinct class of public passenger service will not be retained as booked hire services in luxury motor vehicles will also be able to be provided using a booked hire vehicle”.

We totally disagree with the above statement as Limousines operating on a Limousine licence and “L’” plate retain the following privileges whilst a ride booking vehicle on “Private Plates” are not afforded these privileges.
1. “L” Plates be retained 

2. Only Limousines holding a licence and “L” plate can advertise as a Limousine service 

3. Alcohol can still be served in Limousines.

4. Limousines retain the right to use Priority & Bus Lanes as previously.

The LAQ made a submission to the Parliamentary Review and a copy is attached.

The other concern that was raised was with the new proposed licencing of all Limousine Licences to become Whole of Queensland Licences. From previous experience the LAQ has concerns that if there is a downturn in any part of Queensland the Licences will migrate to a region with a higher value. Consequently to return Leased Licences to areas outside SEQ would result in prohibitive lease payments and this has happened previously when a similar determination saw most of the licences migrate to the south east of Queensland. To maintain a viable Limousine Industry in regional areas the Regional Limousine Licence was then reintroduced.

Whilst the LAQ committee and members have lobbied Members of Parliament from all sides the ability of the committee to negotiate with the TMR Ministers and senior bureaucrats to achieve the continuation of the Limousine Industry is a feather in the cap for the LAQ.   

We will have a more detailed update for the members attending the General Meeting on the 15th May 2017 at the Geebung RSL. Commencing at 19:00.

All LAQ members are invited to attend to discuss the ongoing issues, and we can discuss the direction that the committee will be going to ensure the continued existence of the Limousine industry as an important viable mode of safe transport for the travelling public.

See you on Monday night 19.00 sharp

Regards

Frank Bonomo
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